HEAD: Barack Obama overshadows Reagan and Heinz-Kerry at Democratic National Convention; speech articulates what the campaign has been missing.
 

Eager to assert their own beliefs and articulate their own political perspectives, students ask me about the election all the time. Who are you going to vote for? Are you a Democrat or a Republican? I guess up until now, I haven't really had anything to say. If it weren't the summer, maybe now I might be able to better articulate why students should even care to vote in this election.
 

Bay Area news stations chose wrong, last night, when they opted not to cover the keynote address by 42-year-old Chicago man, Barack Obama, at the National Democratic Convention. Obama showed more compassion, hope, unity, charisma and excitement that the race for president has been missing since Bill Clinton was running for office. 

 

Looking into the eyes of all Americans, Obama's speech brought audiences from an egocentric, it's-all-about-me perspective to a more unified one, reminiscent of John F. Kennedy's mantra, ask what you can do for your country. No one could have said it better when the little-known Illinois congressman asked the audience why a young black man reading a book is made fun of for trying to act white. He spoke of how the American dream is for all citizens and immigrants alike. Why are we continuing to divide ourselves when we can accomplish so much more together?

 

Obama's speech further articulated that somebody else's problem, isn't just their problem, its his and its ours. Impinging on another person's civil liberties is just the same as impinging on our own, whether that be a child who cannot read, a senior citizen who has to choose between paying the rent and medicine, or an Arab American family being rounded up without the benefit of due process or power of attorney. 

Obama summed it up best when he said, "There's not a liberal America and a conservative America—there's the United States of America. There's not a black America and white America and Latino America and Asian America; there's the United States of America. We worship an awesome God in the Blue States, and we don't like federal agents poking around our libraries in the Red States. We coach Little League in the Blue States and have gay friends in the Red States. There are patriots who opposed the war in Iraq and patriots who supported it. We are one people, all of us pledging allegiance to the stars and stripes, all of us defending the United States of America. 
In the end, that's what this election is about."
Favored to with the vacated U.S. Senate seat, Obama seems to be more in touch with what this election should mean than the candidates themselves. Frankly, I'm going to vote for Kerry simply because he's not Bush. Though his beliefs do not exactly match my own and he lacks the enthusiasm and passion I would like to see, his values seem a bit more similar. Some say Barack Obama will be the first black president of the United States; I wish I could vote for him. 

